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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, see pages 18-20, filed 9/23/04, with 
respect to the rejection (s) of claim(s) 1-6 and 14-20 under 
Henderson et al . (5,726,979) have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the finality of the previous office 
action and rejection have been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground (s) of rejection is made. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122 (b) , by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

3. Claims 1-10 and 15-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Richardson (6,271,845). 



Regarding claims 1, 15, 18, and 19: 



Application/Control Number: 09/511,168 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2666 

Richardson disclose the method for managing network 
elements in a communications network comprising: establishing a 
hierarchy of geographical areas in the communication network, 
where an area at a higher level of the hierarchy includes a 
plurality of areas at a lower level of the hierarchy; 
representing each network element in a geographical area at a 
first level in the geographical hierarchy; and summarizing the 
representation of network elements at a second level in the 
geographical hierarchy higher than the first level of the 
geographical hierarchy (see col. 8 lines 10-46 which recite a 
managed network including the used of hierarchy of maps and sub- 
maps for alerting the administrator of the presence of a network 
object in poor health clearly anticipate the use of hierarchical 
levels for summarizing representation of network elements) as in 
claims 1, 15, 18, 19; sending an alarm to the higher level in 
the geographical hierarchy summarizing the failure of the 
network elements; and in response to the alarm, identifying and 
locating failed network elements at a particular lower level of 
the geographical hierarchy (see col. 13 lines 33-60 which recite 
the steps of identifying each group view and each network object 
that has a poor health status) as in claims 15, 18; and a 
database including the geographical locations of the network 
elements (see col. 9 lines 22-49 which recite the use of a 
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database to store the user-definable group view attributes and 
col. 10 lines 31-43 which recite the administrator at a remote 
location being alerted of a problem with the network objects) as 
in claim 19. 
Regarding claims 2, 16: 

Richardson disclose the method in which the establishment 
of the hierarchy of geographical areas includes establishing n 
levels of geographical areas in the network, where each nth 
level geographical area includes a plurality of (n-l)th level 
geographical areas, and in which the summarization of network 
elements includes summarizing the representation of network 
elements at (n-1) levels of geographical areas (see col. 6 lines 
1-7 and col. 9 lines 22-49 which recite "drill-down" from the 
higher level hierarchy to determine the root cause of the poor 
health status clearly anticipate the nth level includes the (n- 
l)th level summarization of elements) as in claims 2, 16. 
Regarding claims 3, 17: 

Richardson disclose wherein the management of the 
communication network includes monitoring the condition of the 
network elements, in which the representation of network 
elements in the geographical area includes representing the 
condition of network elements, and in which the summarization of 
network elements at the higher level in the geographical 
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hierarchy includes triggering an alarm at the second 
hierarchical level in response to the condition of a particular 
network element represented at the first level (see col. 5 lines 
13-52 which recite the use of health status indicators to convey 
to administrator alarm condition) as in claims 3, 17. 
Regarding claim 4 : 

Richardson discloses wherein the communication network is 
managed in real-time, and further comprising, following the 
representation of each network element in the geographical 
areas: updating the condition of network elements represented in 
the first level of the geographical hierarchy; and in which the 
summarization of network elements at the higher level in the 
geographical hierarchy includes setting the alarm at the second 
hierarchical level in response to changes in the condition of 
network elements (see col. 3 lines 21-38 and col. 12 lines 15-26 
which recite monitoring and displaying real-time performance, 
configuration, and selecting and viewing, at any time, the group 
registration file clearly anticipate the network being managed 
in real-time including updating condition and response to 
changes in condition of elements) . 
Regarding claim 5: 

Richardson discloses the method in which the representation 
of each network element in the geographical areas includes 
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representing the network element as a first icon on a map or 
geographical areas on the first level of the geographical 
hierarchy (see col. 8 line 47 to col. 9 line 21 and col. 10 line 
31 to col. 11 line 7 which recite the use of icons on a map for 
representing the network objects) . 
Regarding claim 6: 

Richardson discloses the method in which the representation 
of each network element in the geographical areas includes 
representing the condition of the network element with the first 
icon that varies with respect to the status of the network 
element (see col. 8 line 47 to col. 9 line 21 and col. 10 line 
31 to col. 11 line 7 which recite the use of icons on a map for 
representing the network objects and further the use of shape or 
color to represent the health status of the object) . 
Regarding claim 7: 

Richardson discloses the method in which the summarization 
of network elements at the higher level in the geographical 
hierarchy includes representing the status of a plurality of the 
network elements as a second icon on a map of geographical areas 
on the second level of the geographical hierarchical (see col. 4 
lines 19-46 which recite the top-level network being represented 
by the Internet icon clearly anticipate the second icon) . 
Regarding claims 8, 9: 
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Richardson discloses the method further comprising, 
preceding the summarization of network elements at the higher 
level in the geographical hierarchy: establishing a set of rules 
defining the meaning of the second icon as in claim 8 and in 
which the summarization of network elements at the higher level 
in the geographical hierarchy includes the second icon being the 
coloration of geographical area as in claim 9 (see col. 5 lines 
13-52 which recite the share attribute values that define the 
group and col. 2 line 48 to col. 3 line 5 which recite the 
change of color of the icon being used to indicate the severity 
clearly anticipate establishing the set of rules defining the 
meaning of the icon including use of icon coloration) . 
Regarding claim 10: 

Richardson discloses the method in which the summarization 
of network elements at the higher level in the geographical 
hierarchy includes summarizing the status of a plurality of the 
network elements with textual annotation (see col. 3 lines 49-63 
which recite the use of text to describe the problem) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 14 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Richardson (6,271,845) in view of Cutrer 

et al. (5,668,562) . 

Regarding claims 14 and 20: 

For claims 14 and 2 0 Richardson disclose the method/ system 
described in paragraph 3 of this office action. Richardson 
discloses all the subject matter of the claimed invention with 
the exception of the communications network being a fixed 
wireless system (FWS) wherein the network elements are base 
stations and remote units as in claims 14 and 20. 

Cutrer et al . teach that it is known to provide wireless 
communications for an in-building coverage area having a hub, a 
number of permanent antennas and a number of links connecting 
hub to antennas capable of sending and receiving signals in the 
radio - frequency (RF) range whereby the hub is typically a base 
station for cellular or cordless telephony including mobile 
users as set forth at col. 4 lines 17-48 in the field of 
telecommunications which clearly anticipate the communications 
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network being a fixed wireless system (FWS) wherein the network 
elements are base stations and remote units as in claims 14 
and 20. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to use the fixed 
wireless system wherein the network elements are base stations 
and remote units as taught by Cutrer et al . in the 
communications network of Richardson. The fixed wireless system 
wherein the network elements are base stations and remote units 
can be implemented by substituting the network of Richardson 
with the wireless system. The motivation for using the wireless 
system as taught by Cutrer et al . in the communications network 
of Richardson being the desirable added advantage not having to 
re -wire network elements to added services and to providing more 
mobility to users to the system of Richardson. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 11-13 and 21 would be allowable if rewritten to 
include all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 



Application/Control Number: 09/511,168 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2666 

Shuman et al . disclose communications system having a tree 
structure . 

Chiu et al . disclose system and method for organizing devices in 
a network into a tree using suitability values. 

Perlman et al . disclose method for supporting foreign protocols 
across bandbone network by combining and transmitting list of 
destinations that support second protocol in first and second 
areas to the third area. 

Aweya et al . disclose method and apparatus for active queue 
management based on desired queue occupancy. 

Tanaka disclose a network fault information management system in 
which fault nodes are displayed in tree form. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Shick C 
Horn whose telephone number is 571-272-3173. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday to Friday with alternate Fridays 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Seema Rao can be 
reached on 571-272-3174. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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